CHAPTER 3

Design Concept

A. Introduc on
This chapter presents the overall design framework for the long-term development
poten al of Downtown Baldwin Park, including public and private realm
improvements. The goal of the Urban Design Framework is to develop the Specific
Plan area holis cally, as a system of spaces, structures, and environments integrated
into its surroundings rather than as linear strips of unrelated buildings and undefined
streetscapes. A clear framework with a strong sense of place provides visitors and
residents with an understanding of how to easily and safely find their way around and
to eﬃciently iden fy uses and ac vi es. Arrangement of land uses into iden fiable
nodes, improved streetscapes, connected open spaces, improved linkages to transit,
and enhanced landmarks and features will help make the Specific Plan area an
accessible, dis nc ve downtown. These factors will come together to help establish a
cohesive and posi ve iden ty for Downtown Baldwin Park.
The overarching strategy is to transform Downtown into a vital and vibrant
des na on that serves local residents, employees and visitors. This strategy calls for
the intensifica on of land uses and priori za on of public improvements to create a
dis nc ve and enriching environment. A crucial component of this transforma on is
to reconceptualize Ramona Boulevard as a street that serves mul ple func ons and
promotes walkability, rather than ac ng solely as a major thoroughfare for autos.

B. Urban Design Framework
The Urban Design Framework, as illustrated in Figure 3-1, sets forth the overall
urban design approach that will achieve the Specific Plan’s goal of transforming
Downtown Baldwin Park into a vibrant transit-oriented district. This will be achieved
by establishing Downtown as the core of the community – a place for living, shopping,
recrea on and leisure, City government, and local and regional transit connec vity
– and increasing pedestrian connec vity between these uses. The adjacency of the
City Hall complex to the Metrolink Sta on, Morgan Park, and the pedestrian-scaled
retail uses along por ons of Ramona Boulevard and Maine Avenue make the area a

December 2015

Chapter 3 Design Concept

21

o
Ram

ky
na P

Palm Ave

Morgan Park

Baldwin Park
Community
Center

M

St
er
lin
g

Senior
Center

ou

Ad

c
Av
e

Parking
City Structure
Hall
Pa
ARC
c
ifi

Pl

Blvd

W
ay

e

ona

Ram

Morgan St

New
Mixed
Use

Ch
ev
al
ie
rA
ve
Al
le
y

Ce

el

an

Av
e
on
lA
ve

d
nt
ra

Av
e

Av
e
500’

1,000’

5 minute walk (1,200’)

DOWNTOWN TOD SPECIFIC PLAN
1,500’

°

Badillo St

Urban Design Framework

Figure 3-1:

St

Downing Ave
0’

Je
re
m
ie

er
s
Al

Palm Ave

Future
Parking
Structure

Av
e

Palmrose Ave

Me

tro

lin
B
k
P
ark ogart
Av
ing
e
w

Do

Av
e
ng
ni

lin

k
S
tat
ion
tro
Me

Shadylawn Pl

e
St

W
ay
g
rli
n

La Rica Ave

e

Baldwin Park Blvd

ai
n

Clark St

Vi
r

Av
e
ia
gi
n

Downtown TOD Specific Plan City of Baldwin Park
Maine Ave

d

hm
ic

22
Laurens Ave

St

Maine Ave

an

Bogart Ave

Vi
n

City of
Irwindale

Figure 3-1: Urban Design Framework

Elements of the Urban Design Framework
Historic Downtown Retail Fabric – A strong, pedestrian-scaled retail environment already occurs
along por ons of Ramona Boulevard and Maine Avenue, providing an anchor for a walkable and
vibrant Downtown.
Ac ve Retail Frontage – A strong building edge with retail uses should occur in new and infill
development to help strengthen a “main street” feel in the heart of Downtown.
Grand Pedestrian Boulevard – With 230 feet of right-of-way width on Ramona Boulevard, it
is possible to greatly expand the pedestrian environment and transform the street into grand
pedestrian promenade that serves all transporta on modes.
Angled Parking – With pedestrian improvements to Ramona Boulevard, one row of angled
parking will be retained.
Civic Plaza (Arts Park) – A new civic plaza/arts park is planned on the underu lized City-owned
site across from City Hall. This provides opportunity to enhance Downtown’s civic status,
increase open space, and provide a loca on for mul ple civic and community func ons.
Streetscape Improvements – Upgraded streetscape improvements, including wider sidewalks,
a consistent street tree pale e, and pedestrian-scaled street ligh ng, support a safe and
a rac ve pedestrian-friendly environment.
Intersec on Improvements and Signalized Crosswalks – Improved crosswalks and pedestrian
signals at intersec ons along Ramona Boulevard will provide greater visibility while enhancing
safety, accessibility and connec vity for pedestrians. Wider crosswalks with enhanced paving
can help reduce the perceived width of the Ramona Boulevard and provide a safer pedestrian
environment. A new midblock crosswalk on Ramona Blvd will connect to the new midblock
walkway to the Metrolink Sta on.
Pedestrian Railroad Crossing – A redesigned pedestrian environment at railroad crossings of
Ramona Boulevard and Pacific Avenue will greatly increase pedestrian safety and circula on.
Oﬀ-Street Walkway System and Connec ons to Metrolink Sta on – An oﬀ-street walkway
system, using improved alleys and new pedestrian paths, will oﬀer con nuous pedestrian
circula on between community facili es, the Metrolink Sta on, and within and between new
mixed use and retail developments, greatly improving the pedestrian appeal of Downtown.
Gateways – Major and minor gateways announce entry to Downtown. They are marked by
unique design features that clearly communicate iden ty, including: increased landscaping,
public art, signage, ligh ng, and/or paving treatments.
Opportunity Sites – Key sites are iden fied for infill development or full scale redevelopment
based on factors such as ownership pa erns (many are City-owned), and the number and size
of con guous underu lized proper es and/or underu lized right-of-way.
New Mixed Use Development– The approved 70-unit mixed use aﬀordable housing project
fron ng Ramona Boulevard will support the Metrolink Sta on, provide more housing choices,
and complement a mixed use environment in Downtown.
Adap ve Reuse of Historic Structure – The former Red Car charging sta on building has
symbolic value in Baldwin Park. Preserva on of this historic structure through adap ve reuse
will add to Downtown’s unique iden ty.
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cornerstone for a walkable and vibrant community. These quali es will be augmented
with a civic plaza, ac ve storefronts, higher density housing, and pedestrian nodes
replete with ameni es such as high-quality street furniture, and ligh ng.
The Urban Design Framework (Figure 3-1) iden fies the key strategy elements for
successfully improving Downtown, as well as many of the exis ng features which
shape the nature of the planning area. These elements are iden fied below and
discussed in greater detail in the following sec ons of the Plan.

C. Land Use Vision
The land use vision for Downtown Baldwin Park builds on the already well-established
mix of exis ng uses in the Downtown area, including government and community
facili es, open space, transit, and the historic fabric of pedestrian-oriented shops along
a por on of Ramona Boulevard and Maine Avenue. With the loca on and clustering
of exis ng uses, Downtown is well posi oned to become a mixed-use des na on with
ac ve local-serving commercial uses for Baldwin Park residents as well as visitors.
The Downtown Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Specific Plan provides an urban
design opportunity to create a unique sense of place by building upon these exis ng
elements. By leveraging Downtown’s exis ng assets, improving linkages between
exis ng uses and the Metrolink Sta on, capitalizing on transit oriented development
opportuni es, and bringing more housing into Downtown, the area has the poten al
to become a vibrant and economically successful des na on.
Opportunity Sites
Key opportuni es sites are iden fied for infill development or full scale redevelopment
based on factors such as the number and size of con guous underu lized proper es
and/or underu lized parking lots or right-of-ways, ownership pa erns (many are
City-owned), and poten al for crea ng a unified project. Opportunity sites should
be priori zed and/or marketed by the City as cataly c sites for new development in
Downtown. There is a significant opportunity to encourage public improvements and
infill development on City-owned parcels. While sites with mul ple private owners
tend be more long-term opportunity sites, several opportunity sites are City-owned,
and one site is under single ownership.
A unique opportunity site in Downtown is the City-owned Park-N-Ride lot on Ramona
Boulevard and Badillo Street, which oﬀers the poten al for a higher density residen al
or mixed use project. This site includes an important vacant structure its eastern edge
that was a former Red Car charging sta on and has symbolic value for the community.
Development of this site should include adap ve reuse of this building to a restaurant
or similar use that will provide enjoyment to the community, increase local character,
and create a landmark feature in Downtown. This structure should be placed on the
Local Historic Register to ensure its preserva on.
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Mixed Use Development
The land use vision also builds on the City’s current policy direc on and regulatory
framework. The City of Baldwin Park completed an update to its Zoning Code in 2012.
A major focus of the Zoning Code Update was to incorporate Mixed Use zoning at
appropriate loca ons to support the Mixed Use Land Use Designa ons iden fied in
the 2020 General Plan. As such, a large por on of the Downtown area (approximately
one-third) has been zoned Mixed Use (MU-1), and this mixed use zoning is maintained
in this Specific Plan.
In a broad sense, a mixed use project can cons tute an area, a site, or a single building,
which blends a combina on of residen al, commercial, cultural, or ins tu onal uses.
However, the whole development’s links to, and posi on in, its community are as
important as the mix itself; the func ons of mixed use development must be physically
and func onally integrated and provide pedestrian connec ons.
New development throughout Downtown should include a mix of residen al, retail,
oﬃce, and civic uses. New infill mixed-use and retail development should be targeted
in the heart of Downtown, with pedestrian-oriented retail uses lining Ramona
Boulevard and Maine Avenue. Developing larger, unified projects can reinforce mixed
use synergy and oﬀer the possibility for meaningful public open space areas within
projects. Residen al uses should be located in Downtown to increase pedestrian
ac vity, par cularly at night and on weekends. Single-family residen al uses should
remain focused in the exis ng neighborhoods that surround Downtown, while new
higher density residen al uses should increase in the Downtown area, proximate to
the Metrolink Sta on, City Hall, Morgan Park, and the employment and retailing uses
in Downtown.
Ac ve Retail Frontage
A key method to crea ng a walkable and vibrant urban environment is to provide
pedestrians with interes ng things to look at and do between des na ons. A
con nuous retail façade with a rac ve shopping displays that open out to the
sidewalk can provide that appeal. A goal for the Specific Plan is to increase the
pedestrian traﬃc along Ramona Boulevard and Maine Avenue. As such, the following
street segments are defined as Ac ve Retail Frontage areas within the Specific Plan
(see Figure 3-1) and require ac ve, pedestrian-oriented retail lining the street:
•
•
•

Maine Avenue between Clark Street and Ramona Boulevard;
North side of Ramona Boulevard between Cesar Chavez Drive and Downing
Avenue; and
South side of Ramona Boulevard between Sterling Way and Bogart Avenue.

The presence of retail uses at the ground floor level, combined with streetscape
improvements and pedestrian ameni es as described in the following sec ons, will
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provide pedestrians a more interes ng and a rac ve Downtown experience. Specific
standards for Ac ve Retail Frontage areas are provided in Chapter 4 (Zoning and
Development Standards) of this plan.
Open Space
To support and foster a mixed use se ng in Downtown, new open space should
be provided to complement and connect to the exis ng open space and facili es
at Morgan Park. New open spaces and plazas will increase pedestrian ac vity and
improve des na on appeal. Open spaces may consist of parks, plazas, courtyards,
green spaces, as well as pathways and sidewalks that run along streets or through
developments.
New open spaces should include privately-owned plazas and courtyards in new retail,
residen al, commercial and mixed use se ngs. Small gathering spaces and places
should be created within new developments to complement the exis ng open space
in Downtown and to provide informal and small scale open space opportuni es,
including outdoor dining.

Based on the high value
the community places
on open space, the
integra on of plazas
and courtyards within
commercial and mixed
use development is
encouraged.
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D. Arts Park
Downtown is already the cultural and civic heart of town with Morgan Park, Baldwin
Park Community Center, City Hall, and the Arts and Recrea on Center (ARC). With the
City-owned property and right-of-way across Maine Avenue from City Hall, there is
tremendous opportunity to further enhance Downtown’s civic status and importance
in the community by transforming this underu lized land into a usable civic and community space. Conver ng the site into open space and using City Hall as an anchor
would leverage the site’s strong loca on while mi ga ng the poor frontage and inefficient shape, which make the site less feasible for other types of development. A
new civic park will also augment the amount of open space available for Baldwin Park
residents, and complement recrea onal facili es and ac vi es at Morgan Park.
Crea ng a civic park across Maine Avenue with direct links and views to City Hall
will allow City Hall to be be er connected, both physically and visually, to the surrounding Downtown area. This will allow City Hall to become a more vibrant, usable
and celebrated focal point of the Downtown. It should have an amenity-rich environment in which people can passively linger and enjoy. Amenity elements could include
a plaza, street furniture, landscaped open space, public art, a water feature, small
performance space and concessions that create a rich, textured urban oasis. Areas
immediately adjacent to retail buildings could be suitable for outdoor dining uses associated with a restaurant or café.
This flexible space could be used for a variety of community events such as art and
music fes vals, civic events and ceremonies, etc. For larger events, Maine Avenue
could be temporarily closed with bollards to provide one con nuous open space to
City Hall.
Some design considera ons include:
•

It will be necessary to provide enhanced crosswalks across Maine Avenue to
provide direct pedestrian linkages between City Hall and the Arts Park.

•

To create an a rac ve retail edge to the plaza and integrate local businesses
with the park, rear façade improvements will be important for the retail
proper es to the north that front Ramona Boulevard. The increased visibility
and ac vity could act as a redevelopment catalyst for these proper es.

•

There is a design opportunity to link the Arts Park to Ramona Boulevard
by developing a walkway through the retail buildings fron ng Ramona and
providing a direct pedestrian connec on to the park.

•

It will be necessary to create an alley behind the retail shops fron ng Ramona
Boulevard to maintain rear property access for those commercial uses.
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•

In order to maximize usable space and allow a larger site the por on of Maine
Avenue between Sterling Way and Pacific Avenue could be closed, either fully
or par ally (one lane only). This may, however, cause impacts to vehicular
circula on and will need to be studied further before the design is finalized.

Source: La Cañada Design Group
The proposed Arts Park will transform underu lized land across from City Hall into a usable civic and community space that will enhance City Hall and
adjacent businesses, create a beau ful space for events and ceremonies, and complement the recrea onal facili es and ac vi es at Morgan Park.

E. Ramona Boulevard
Ramona Boulevard traverses the heart of Downtown and has a unique form and
character within the Downtown compared to the rest of the corridor. From Baldwin
Park Boulevard to Bogart Avenue, the Pacific Electric’s San Bernardino Line’s right-ofway was converted into parking bays on one or both sides of the Ramona Boulevard.
The street is characterized by retail and commercial buildings along frontage drives
parallel to Ramona Boulevard. These parking bays are one-way drives with angled
parking on both sides and a sidewalk beside the storefronts. While this configura on
allows pedestrian circula on to move oﬀ Ramona Boulevard and onto calmer, safer
frontage drives, the width of Ramona Boulevard itself creates a significant physical,
psychological, and visual barrier between the north and south sides of Downtown and
a long crossing distance for pedestrians.
28
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With 230 feet of right-of-way width on Ramona Boulevard, it is possible to greatly
expand and improve the pedestrian environment and transform the street into
a grand pedestrian boulevard that serves all transporta on modes. Streetscape
enhancements along Ramona Boulevard are par cularly important to reduce the
perceived width of the street and provide iden ty for the Downtown area. As such,
recommended improvements to Ramona Boulevard include:
•
•
•

Remove half of the angled parking use the space to greatly widen sidewalks
adjacent to the storefronts.
Significantly widen crosswalks and add special paving at intersec ons.
Improve pedestrian signals at intersec ons.

Exis ng

Future

The vision for Ramona Boulevard is to create a grand pedestrian boulevard and enhance the visual presence of the corridor. With 230 feet of
right-of-way width, there is a major opportunity to reconceptualize Ramona Boulevard by widening the sidewalk to be more pedestrian-oriented
with design and streetscape elements, as well as have more curb appeal with new and infill liner retail uses.
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Drought tolerant landscaping to
frame the gateway signage

Gateway monument
signage to Downtown

Palm trees create gateway on the
north side of Ramona Boulevard

The intersec on of
Ramona Boulevard and
Baldwin Park Boulevard
is highly visible and the
entry to Downtown from
the west. By improving
the City-owned land
at the four corners
of this intersec on, it
can become an iconic
gateway that improves
visual appearance and
creates iden ty.

Accent paving on widened
crosswalk

The Ramona Boulevard/
Baldwin Park Boulevard
intersec on presents
the opportunity
for interes ng and
memorable gateway
signage that announces
entry into Downtown.
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Drought tolerant landscape and palms create gateway eﬀect on the south side of Ramona Boulevard

•
•
•
•

Add new mid-block crosswalk signal, which links to a mid-block pedestrian
walkway to the Metrolink Sta on.
Redesign the pedestrian environment at railroad crossings of Ramona
Boulevard and Pacific Avenue.
Create a major gateway into Downtown at the intersec on of Ramona
Boulevard and Baldwin Park Boulevard.
Add striped buﬀer to protect bikes lanes.

These improvements are described and illustrated in detail in Chapter 6 (Circula on
and Parking) of this plan. With these improvements, Ramona Boulevard will become
an environment focused on more than just automobile use; it will become a “complete
street” that also acknowledges the importance of pedestrians, bicyclists and transit users.

F. Streetscape Improvements
Streetscape improvements are meant to enhance and unify the visual and spa al
experience of the driver and pedestrian, and help provide key linkages between the
ac vity nodes and neighborhoods in the City. The streetscape environment gives
the user a sense of direc on and place within the City and the Downtown area.
Recommended streetscape improvements consist of an interrelated pale e of street
trees, street furniture, street ligh ng, signage and landscaping. Public art can also
have a role in the streetscape pale e. The streetscape improvements are ed to
improving pedestrian connec vity as well as the pedestrian environment in the area.
1. Street Trees
Street trees play an important role in establishing district cohesion and iden ty. A
uniform pa ern of street trees along a street not only provides shade and visual
consistency but also enhances the area’s image of stability and longevity. A uniform
pa ern of street trees increases connec vity and sense of cohesion on a pedestrian
and auto-oriented scale, as well as oﬀers a pleasant sidewalk experience.
Downtown currently contains a few predominant street tree species, however, in
some areas there are abrupt changes in the street tree pa ern, giving an inconsistent
and fragmented look to the character of the streets. The goal is to reinforce the
exis ng pa ern of street trees, retaining mature street trees where possible, and to
create a unified street frontage along major streets in the Downtown.
The major streets of focus in the Specific Plan area are Ramona Boulevard and Maine
Avenue, which are the two commercial corridors that go through the Downtown; and
Bogart Avenue and Downing Avenue, which run adjacent to the Metrolink Sta on and
therefore experience increased pedestrian ac vity. Following is a descrip on of the
exis ng street tree condi ons along these streets.
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Exis ng Street Trees
Ramona Boulevard
Ramona Boulevard is characterized predominantly by the presence of large Ficus trees
along the north and south sides of the street stretching from Baldwin Park Avenue to
Maine Avenue. Along both sides, there is also a mixture of Mexican Fan Palm, Olive,
Jacaranda, St. John’s Bread, and Carrotwood trees found randomly between the Ficus
trees. Morgan Park sits on the north side of Ramona Boulevard between Baldwin
Park Avenue and Cesar Chavez Drive, contribu ng the lush look of this por on of the
Boulevard. The southeast corner of Ramona Avenue and Baldwin Park Boulevard is
planted with a mixture of Eucalyptus, King Palm, and Jacaranda trees.
From Maine Avenue to Bogart Avenue, the south side maintains the same characteris cs,
but the north side is planted with Sweet Gum trees. East of Bogart Avenue, up to the
railroad tracks, consists of primarily Oleander and Heavenly Bamboo shrubs with a
few intermi ent Sweet Gum and Jacaranda trees. East of the railroad tracks, Ramona
Boulevard’s north side is void of street trees while the south is shaded by the sparse
plan ngs of Canary Island Pine and Sycamore trees in the MTA parking lot. The center
median that runs from Baldwin Park Avenue to Bogart Avenue is planted with turf and
has a fairly consistent pale e of Sweet Gum and Crape Myrtle trees with occasional
Magnolia trees.
Maine Avenue
On Maine Avenue, north of Ramona Boulevard, there is a pa ern of alterna ng Queen
Palm and Crape Myrtle trees within a planted parkway along both the east and west
sides of the street. On few occasions this pa ern is interrupted by irregular plan ng
intervals. There is an abrupt break in pa ern along the por on of Maine Avenue
between Palm Avenue and Clark Street, which is planted with Eucalyptus trees. At the
corners of Maine Avenue and Pacific Avenue are clusters of Mexican Fan Palms.
Downing Avenue
The por on of Downing Avenue within the Specific Plan area is planted with an
alterna ng pa ern of Crape Myrtle trees and Indian Hawthorn shrubs on the
northwestern side along the Metrolink parking lot. The southeastern side is void of
trees due to the adjacent housing with shallow lawns and driveways.
Bogart Avenue
North of Ramona Boulevard, the west side of Bogart Avenue in the Specific Plan
boundary is planted with Sweet Gum trees and Carrotwood trees. The east side of
the street, fron ng the residen al uses, is void of trees with the excep on of one
Carrotwood tree. South of Ramona Boulevard, the predominant tree on both sides of
Bogart Avenue is the Crape Myrtle with the excep on of two Bo le Brush trees and
a Sweet Gum tree at the corner of Ramona Boulevard, and a Strawberry Tree near
the Arts and Recrea on Center. The south side of Bogart Avenue directly adjacent to
the railroad tracks maintains an alterna ng pa ern of Crape Myrtle trees and Indian
Hawthorne shrubs.
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Recommended Street Trees
Table 3-1 lists the types of street trees that are considered appropriate for Downtown
Baldwin Park. These general recommenda ons should be refined in a Streetscape Plan
for Downtown, where a specific tree pale e would be iden fied. The spacing should be
considered on a block by block basis so that all field condi ons are addressed, including
driveway aprons, street lights, and u li es. A Streetscape Plan would also implement
the ac on items of the Sustainability Element of the General Plan to develop an Urban
Forestry Plan with a comprehensive street tree pale e.
2. Pedestrian Ameni es
A goal of the Specific Plan is to create an engaging, pedestrian-oriented streetscape
in the Downtown area. Amenity elements include: street trees (described above) and
lights, street furniture, wayfinding, and landscaped open space. In some instances,
public art and water features may also be appropriate where it serves to interpret and
draw a en on to the history or culture of the area.
In general, the Downtown is either lacking in or has inconsistent pa erns of these
ameni es. While the ul mate goal is to provide adequate ameni es in a consistent
pa ern; the City’s short-term eﬀorts and resources should be focused in certain areas.
In general, pedestrian ameni es should be focused along the Ramona Boulevard and
Maine Avenue corridors in loca ons that have the highest amount of pedestrian
ac vity, par cularly in the areas designated as Ac ve Retail Frontage (Figure 3-1).
3. Street Furniture
A new pale e of site furnishings that includes benches, trash receptacles, tree grates,
and ligh ng will help be er define Downtown’s character and give it a coherent look
and feel. Street furniture will help unify the Downtown as well as provide essen al
sea ng, trash receptacles and bicycle racks to draw people into the area, engage them
to stay a while, and invite them to take care of their community.
The pale e of street furniture should be selected to bring comfort, scale and design
expression to the streetscape, while also complemen ng the surrounding architecture.
It also must be highly durable and easy to maintain. The City’s climate and se ng
should be taken into account in furniture selec on. All elements of the furniture
pale e should have a uniform look even if they come from diﬀerent manufacturers
and vendors.
4. Ligh ng
Ligh ng is a key component that promotes safety and helps to create an appealing
walkable environment. Ligh ng provides spa al defini on to the sidewalk, adds
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Table 3-1: Recommended Street Tree Types for Major Streets in the Specific Plan Area
Street

Existing Street Tree

Ramona Boulevard - Center Median

Crape Myrtle, Southern
Magnolia, Sweet Gum

Recommended Type/Description

Examples

Medium to large accent tree with
Chinese Pistache, Ginkgo
upright canopy. Provides colored foliage Biloba, Sweet Gum
Table 3-1: Recommended Street Tree Types for Major
Streets
in the
and/or
blooms.

c Plan Area
Ramona Boulevard - Outer MedianSpecifi
Carrotwood,
Ficus,
Large, spreading, canopy tree. Uniform Chinese Pistache, Southern
Jacaranda, Mexican Fan
or alternating pattern for consistency.
Magnolia, Brisbane Box
Palm, Olive Tree, St. John's
Bread, Sweet Gum
Crape Myrtle, Gold
Trumpet Tree, Gold
Medallion Tree

Ficus

Maine Avenue

Crape Myrtle, Mexican Fan Pedestrian-scale canopy tree. Provides
Palm, Queen Palm
colored foliage and/or blooms.

Bogart Avenue

Bottle Brush, Carrotwood, Small, low canopy tree. Provides colored Australian Willow, Gold
Crape Myrtle, Sweet Gum, foliage or bloom for accent.
Medallion Tree, Lemon
Strawberry Tree
Bottle Brush

Downing Avenue

Carrotwood, Canary Island Small, low canopy tree. Provides colored Australian Willow, Gold
Palm, Crape Myrtle,
foliage or bloom for accent.
Medallion Tree, Lemon
Jacaranda
Bottle Brush

Examples of appropriate
street trees for
Downtown Baldwin
Park. A specific street
tree pale e should be
selected for Downtown in
a comprehensive
Streetscape Plan.
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Pedestrian-scale canopy tree. Provides
colored foliage and/or blooms.

Ramona Boulevard - Sidewalk

Downtown TOD Specific Plan City of Baldwin Park

Crape Myrtle, Queen Palm,
Gold Medallion Tree

Examples of street
furniture, ranging
from contemporary to
tradi onal in design. A
specific street furniture
pale e should be
selected for Downtown
Baldwin Park in a
Streetscape Plan.
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ambiance to neighborhood se ngs, and aﬀords a sense of security to users. Pedestrianscaled ligh ng should be focused along retail streets in the Downtown. The selected
light fixtures shall adhere to guidelines set forth by the Dark Sky Associa on to protect
the area’s view of stars. Light fixtures in the public right-of-way shall also follow the
Southern California Edison (SCE) standards for maintenance.
5. Wayfinding
Wayfinding is the way in which people orient themselves in physical space and navigate
from place to place; it is how people choose a path within the built environment.
Eﬀec ve signage enables a person to find his or her way to a given des na on and
informs them that they have arrived at a special des na on.
There are currently some wayfinding signs in the Downtown, however, all wayfinding
signs should be consistent throughout the Downtown, and incorporate a consistent
design with a coordinated color pale e to create a unique theme that is both easily
recognizable and sensi ve to context of the environment. Furthermore, the signage
in the Downtown area should be coordinated with an overall comprehensive signage
program for the City of Baldwin Park.
The Metrolink Sta on is a key loca on where direc onal signage should be provided.
It should direct motorists and pedestrians to the rest of Downtown, City Hall, the Arts
and Recrea on Center, the new Civic Plaza, Morgan Park, public facili es and public
parking.
6. Public Art
Public art can complement and enhance the Downtown Baldwin Park, and make
posi ve contribu ons to the public’s experience and understanding of life in the area.
Arts and culture help to enrich city life, s mulate the local economy, enhance the
urban environment, celebrate the natural environment, engage a wide spectrum of
ci zens and foster neighborhood pride. The arts can help express who we are as a
community – historically, today and in the future. Art brings the community together,
crea ng situa ons not merely for enjoyment and beauty, but also for dialogue,
thought and growth.
In Downtown Baldwin Park, the presence of the Arts and Recrea on Center and Danzas
Indigenas, the public art at the Baldwin Park Metrolink Sta on, provides a founda on
for associa on of the Downtown with the arts. There are opportuni es to encourage
this evolving iden ty of the area by further integra ng public art into the historic
fabric and streetscape, such as in the new civic plaza and on key redevelopment sites.
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